Monday, April 5, 2004
Ezekiel 47:1 - 46:24  

Gentiles will be welcome in the land to be distributed among the nation’s tribes (47:22-23). They will receive their inheritance just as the Jewish believers. The gates of the city will be named according to the twelve tribes descended from Jacob. 

God never commands that the temple described be built. The surrounding area has the flavor of the miraculous. The rivers flowing out will freshen the Dead Sea, but the marshes will remain a source of salt. Fruit trees will bear every two months. The area boundaries are about the same as in the united kingdom under David and Solomon, but the Jews did not reclaim that territory upon their return from exile, nor in later years. 

Whatever God’s plan for fulfilling Ezekiel’s vision, whether it be spiritual or physical or both, the message is the same and expressed in the closing words of Ezekiel’s writing, “…the name of the city from that day shall be, ‘The Lord Is There’”. 


Tomorrow we begin reading about Daniel, whose long life was filled with events and adventures in the midst of Babylon during the exile. This prophet arrived in Babylon as an unwilling exile in 605 B.C., nineteen years before the fall of Jerusalem and eight years before his fellow prophet, Ezekiel.
